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Dear Tom,

Responding to Governor Ron DeSantis’ statewide “Stay-at-Home” order aimed at
slowing the spread of COVID-19, the Pinellas County Board of County
Commissioners on Thursday issued an order temporarily closing all non-essential
businesses, and giving the County Administrator authority to order businesses
that do not follow CDC guidelines for social distancing to close.

Under the state’s new order, senior citizens and people with significant
underlying health conditions must stay home and take all measures to limit their
risk of exposure of COVID-19. All others can leave home only to obtain essential
services or perform essential activities. The Board decided that the best way to
implement these requirements and keep the public safe is to require the
temporary closure of non-essential businesses and require social distancing
compliance by businesses considered essential under the state order. To
accomplish that, the County issued an executive order mandating:
 

1. Retail businesses, operations or organizations not included in the category
of essential services or activities listed in the governor’s order must close.

2. All business, operations and organizations continuing to operate pursuant
to the governor’s order must comply with CDC guidelines for social
distancing and hazard mitigation.

3. The County Administrator is empowered to issue orders to close businesses
that are not in compliance.

Citizens who do not fall into the high-risk category may still get exercise
outdoors, including walking, biking, fishing and swimming, provided they adhere
to social distancing guidelines. Pinellas County Parks and Preserves will remain



open, except for Sand Key Park, Fort De Soto Park and the education centers at
Weedon Island Preserve and Brooker Creek Preserve. Boat ramps will also remain
open, including the ramp at Fort De Soto Park. The County is requiring that
community pools remain closed.

A continuously updated Pinellas County “COVID-19 Safer At Home” Order FAQ
can be found here.

Stay up-to-date here at out COVID-19 webpage with in-depth information, links
to resources and archived news releases. Please check for up-to-date
information. Citizens with questions or concerns can call the Citizen Information
Center at (727) 464-4333 from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. through Friday. Those with
hearing impairment can online chat at www.bit.ly/PinellasChat.

Small Business Assistance

Loan programs and guidelines for applicants are created at the federal and state
level. We are sharing information as we receive it from our partners.

Federal Paycheck Protection Program and SBA COVID-19 Economic Injury
Disaster Loans

SBA/US Treasury Paycheck Protection Program (PPP)

SBA COVID-19 Economic Injury Disaster Loan

For further information about these programs, please contact the SBA's
Customer Service Center at (800) 659-2955 or your local lender.

State of Florida Small Business Emergency Bridge Loans:

Florida Small Business Emergency Bridge Loans

To find out the status of your bridge loan application or for questions about
the loan program, please contact the Florida Department of Economic
Opportunity (DEO) toll-free at (833) 832-4494 or email
FloridaBusinessLoanFund@deo.myflorida.com.

Please visit Pinellas County Economic Development’s web page at
www.PCED.org/covid19 for the most recent information to help local businesses.

If you’d like to subscribe to receive emails directly from our Economic
Development department, please sign up at www.pced.org/subscribe. 
 
Our local businesses continue to assist us through this crisis with generosity and
innovation. If you’d like to learn how your business can help, please visit
www.pced.org/donate.

Be safe, be kind, and take precautions to protect those you love and our



community at large. Try your best to avoid mass gatherings, wash your hands,
and support one another as we move through this emergency.

With gratitude,

Janet C. Long Campaign | PO Box 4274, Seminole, FL 33775-4274

Unsubscribe tom@rask.com

Update Profile | About Constant Contact

Sent by janet@janetforpinellas.com in collaboration with

Try email marketing for free today!


