
Penny for Pinellas tax renewal – the county does it backwards

In the flyer for tonight's meeting, Pinellas county officials describe this meeting as a 
“Public Input Open House on a 10-year renewal of the Penny for Pinellas.” But they 
also say they want “citizen input on the most important areas to invest future funds.” 
The county staff and our politicians are doing things in exactly the wrong order. 
Before asking what to spend this tax on, they should first ask voters if they even want to 
renew the tax, and if so: when? However, those are questions they don't want to ask you.

After 30 years of "extra" infrastructure money from the Penny For Pinellas (PFP) tax, 
we still saw massive sewage failures in 2016 in Dunedin, Clearwater, Largo, St. Pete and
elsewhere. This even though sewage is the most basic of infrastructure necessities!

The first 10 years of PFP did pay for great infrastructure projects, such as the much 
needed Bayside Bridge. But PFP has morphed into pet vanity projects and most recently 
“affordable housing”....this while our county was #1 in the state last year in wastewater 
spills due to lack investment in sewage and stormwater infrastructure. 

The situation today in Pinellas County is that 
things that need to get done are not getting 
done, while the things that are getting done 
are not what the people want. That's classic 
corruption of the political process.

The trend is the same all over Florida, and 
that's why Broward County voters refused to 
implement a penny tax just last November.  Above: the vote was on November 8, 2016

PFP first passed in November 1989, billed as a temporary tax. It was implemented in 
January 1990, less than 2 months after passage. Now they want you to renew it more 
than 2 years before it expires. They don't need that much lead time, they simply want to 
have the PFP renewal vote in an off-year election with the lowest possible voter turnout.

Have you noticed all the potholed, rippled, cracked, patched and poorly striped roads? 
Sewage and roads is where we should spend the money, but we can't even trust our local 
government to do that right. Penny for Pinellas is now simply “big government.”

We are a grassroots group and you can follow us at:

www.facebook.com/pennyforpinellas 

Please hear all sides of the Penny for Pinellas issue.  
Separate facts from myths, truths from half-truths. 
Demand straight answers to your questions tonight!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME !!


