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The meeting was called to order at 6:05 PM by Mayor Robert Minning 

A. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - LED BY MAYOR MINNING 

B. ROLL CALL 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Robert Minning Mayor Present  

Phil Collins Commissioner District 1 Present  

Tim Ramsberger Commissioner, District 2 - Vice Mayor Present  

Carol Coward Commissioner District 3 Present  

Alan Bildz Commissioner, District 4 Present  

 

C. PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS, CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION   - NONE 

D. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Marie Barba stated that she is commenting on the North End Redevelopment Plan.  She knows that they 
got an opinion from Charlie Siemans.  She feels that he is just stating the obvious.  The city cannot ask 
for a referendum on density.  If the electorate needs to vote then they can increase density.  She got the 
answer to her question regarding whether this is a development order.  She read an excerpt from Mr. 
Siemans' report.  The only ordinance the city should be passing at this time is referendum language 
asking the voters to agree to a density increase.  She suggested that they set up a group of new 
stakeholders and hire an objective facilitator.  She suggested that they hire Heidi Horak as the facilitator.  
Ms. Barba stated that the ten unit increase on Gulf Blvd. Was fair, but it didn't pass.  They should bring 
the people in who are chattering about it.  They don't want to revisit 2002 and 2003.  If they can deal with 
the developers in a different way and bring in the people that are e-mailing they can try to negotiate and 
include some of the bonuses. 
 
Mel Lenehan stated that she is here to talk to them about the cost of private law enforcement versus 
County law enforcement.  She stated that there could be a savings to Treasure Island of approximately 
$1.5 million.  She noted several areas in the budget where they would save money, and the amounts in 
those budget line items.  She made brief comments on the increase in retirement costs.  She stated that 
sooner or later the change will have to happen.  We are already contracting with the Sheriff's office for 
some services.   

E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1.    Approval of April 15, 2014 Board of Commissioners Regular Meeting Minutes 

RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Alan Bildz, Commissioner, District 4 

SECONDER: Carol Coward, Commissioner District 3 

AYES: Minning, Collins, Ramsberger, Coward, Bildz 

2.    Approval of April 15, 2014 Board of Commissioners Regular Workshop Minutes 
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RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Alan Bildz, Commissioner, District 4 

SECONDER: Carol Coward, Commissioner District 3 

AYES: Minning, Collins, Ramsberger, Coward, Bildz 

F. APPROVAL OF REGULAR AND WORKSHOP AGENDAS 

Ms. Kiefer stated that they received an opinion letter from Attorney Charles Sieman.  His opinion 
concluded that the NPD draft ordinance, as drafted, would not be consistent with Chapter 163.  It was his 
recommendation that they not move forward with the ordinance as written.   
 
Mayor Minning suggested that they have a workshop discussion on this. 
 
Commissioner Bildz stated that he didn't agree with how this was done.  He thought it should have stayed 
on the agenda as it was tabled to a date certain.  He agreed that they should discuss it at a workshop. 
 
It was agreed to bring it to the workshop 

G. CONSENT AGENDA - NONE 

H. ITEMS OF BUSINESS 

1. Motion, Donation from the Isle of Capri Civic Association from sale of pavers 

Dominique Reiter stated that the first phase of the paver project on the Isle of Capri bridge has been 
completed.  She thanked staff and John Meagher of Johnson Brothers.  She presented a check in the 
amount of $2,485.14.  She asked for suggestions for improvements that it could be used for.  They will be 
starting the next phase on May 13th.  She thanked everyone that was involved in the project.  The check 
was accepted by Cathy Hayduke.  Mayor Minning thanked Ms. Reiter and the Isle of Capri Civic 
Association.   

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Phil Collins, Commissioner District 1 

SECONDER: Carol Coward, Commissioner District 3 

AYES: Minning, Collins, Ramsberger, Coward, Bildz 

2. Consideration of RES. 14-37, Approving the 23rd Annual Suncoast Kingfish Classic 
Yamaha/Central Marine Spring Fishing Tournament 

Commissioner Bildz stated that they had a few questions at the workshop.  He didn't see the answers in 
the packet.  Mr. Silverboard stated that the police, public works, and port-o-let costs are at the bottom of 
page three.  The police are recommending that they not reduce coverage below a certain number.  He 
read the recommendation from the police.  He explained that the reason for their recommendation was 
that this event was different than it has been in past years.  We don't know what type of crowds we will 
get at the expanded event.  They will remove the costs for next year if they are not needed.  He gave a 
brief explanation of the cost for the dumpsters and port-o-lets.  He noted that the Commission received an 
e-mail from Mr. Rice.  He read an excerpt from the e-mail.  Mr. Rice is requesting to have only two port-o-
lets.  He feels that their parking is adequate for Thursday and is requesting that they only have the 
additional police officer on Saturday.  The more the city requires the less money they will have to donate 
to Big Brothers and Big Sisters.  He also asked the city waive the tipping fees on the dumpster. 
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Commissioner Collins stated that he is inclined to defer to staff on the port-o-lets.  Commissioner Coward 
asked for clarification that he was requesting five.  Commissioner Collins stated that he doesn't want to 
reduce it to below five.   
 
Commissioner Bildz stated that he doesn't think that they should bend on a police recommendation.  The 
neighbors are already upset about a potential development there.  He doesn't want to upset the residents 
in that area further.  It is only $144, but if it is needed they shouldn't bend.   
 
Mayor Minning asked who makes the decision as to whether they are needed or not.  Mr. Silverboard 
clarified that there is a flat three hour charge.  Commissioner Coward stated that at the workshop they 
talked about sending them home if they were not needed.  They didn't talk about a minimum charge. 
 
Dominique Reiter stated that there are many committees that are dedicated to tourism.  She feels that 
this is a great event.  There are problems with events because of the issues at the beach.  This is a nice 
event with plenty of parking.  She asked that they support them and bring in tourism so that they can see 
how beautiful Treasure Island is.  She asked that they showcase the event. 
 
Commissioner Bildz stated that the last thing they need our tourists to see is that there are traffic issues, 
not enough toilets, and not enough dumpsters.  They have to make a guess as to what is enough. 
 
Mayor Minning asked if anyone had been to a Kingfish tournament.  Commissioner Coward stated that 
she has been to several.  Commissioner Collins stated that Madeira Beach often has these tournaments, 
and asked if anyone had checked with them about these issues.  Mayor Minning stated that Mr. Rice e-
mailed regarding the port-o-lets at the event in Madeira Beach last weekend.  He stated that he would 
agree with Commissioner Bildz regarding the traffic.  Mayor Minning suggested that they compromise on 
the port-o-lets to four.  Commissioner Bildz agreed.  Mayor Minning suggested that the city waive the pick 
up and delivery fees.  Commissioner Bildz asked about the number of them.  Mr. Silverboard stated that 
they originally recommended four but suggested that they don't go below two.  He stated that the 
resolution was not changed.  It will be revised to reflect the changes. 

RESULT: APPROVED [4 TO 0] 

MOVER: Alan Bildz, Commissioner, District 4 

SECONDER: Phil Collins, Commissioner District 1 

AYES: Minning, Collins, Coward, Bildz 

RECUSED: Ramsberger 

3. Informational Item, Duke Energy binding estimate for undergrounding the southern portion of Gulf 
Blvd 

Mr. Silverboard stated that he sent the City Commission a memorandum.  They had a meeting on April 
23rd with Duke Energy concerning their binding cost estimate for undergrounding the utilities from Blind 
Pass Bridge to 104th.  The price was $3,099,627.  There were things that the binding cost estimate does 
not cover.  It does not cover the costs for the other utilities going in, restoration costs, easements, hook 
up of customers to the underground junction box, and some other issues.  Verizon had previously given 
us a cost estimate of $88,000 but it did not include the cost of the conduit.  Brighthouse gave us an 
estimate of about $170,000, which did include the conduit.  This presumes they could all share a trench.  
Duke is assuming that the undergrounding will be placed in the center of Gulf Boulevard.  There would be 
a disruption on Gulf Boulevard during the period of construction.  This will not include restoration.  They 
will put in concrete and it will be up to the city to cover and finish it.  It also does not include the cost of 
easements.  He has a construction plan in his office that shows the easements necessary.  We would be 
responsible for obtaining the easements.  Many are in the rights-of-way of the side streets.  There are 
incidents where they would require easements.  This also does not include street lighting.  We have 
$3,770,000 of Penny for Pinellas money.  This estimate far exceeds the amount of money that they have 
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available.  He recommends that they do the section that they have the money to do and at some point in 
the future do the south section. 
 
Commissioner Bildz stated that he went to the meeting.  He asked FDOT if they could at least install a 
conduit when they were doing the paving project.  It is a big job.  He went to the BIG-C meeting and 
asked Mayor Simons and Mayor Queen if we came up with a plan to put a conduit in would it be an 
allowable expense.  They told him that they would have to get back to us, but he hasn't heard from them.  
He doesn't think this will be possible before they get to the repaving.  FDOT doesn't usually put four foot 
trenches in the center of the road.    They were not anticipating the additional costs of this.  He would like 
to see something done there, but this is probably a $6 million project.  It would look great, but we don't 
have the money.  He would hate to spend Gulf Boulevard beautification money on storm drains on 
Lagoon Lane, but we don't have the money to do this project. 
 
Commissioner Collins stated that he agrees.  There are unknown costs.  Once they get started they can't 
turn back, and they won't know what to expect. 

4. Consideration of RES. 14-40, Approving the Gulf Blvd. undergrounding binding estimate from 
Duke Energy 

Commissioner Coward asked about the funding process.  Are we thinking that we will borrow the money, 
or are we going to borrow our own money?  Mr. Silverboard stated that for the past two years they have 
been getting approximately $370,000 set aside on our behalf by the County.  By FY14-15, which begins 
October 1st, we will have a total of $1.125 million.  The binding estimate is $1.6 million.  The restoration 
work was an additional $800,000.  The total cost for the project was about $2.6-$2.8 million.  We will have 
$1.125 million in County money.  The project would start in January and would be completed in a short 
period of time.  He suggested that they get a line of credit from a bank, or a short term loan with a 
repayment schedule tied to the reimbursement of the funding over the following three years.  Hopefully 
we could pay the interest payment out of the County money also.  We would not bond it.  We would be 
looking for a tax-exempt line of credit or a tax-exempt bridge loan.  We would need Larson's help, and 
that would be a reimbursable expense.  The resolution would authorize us to pay for the expenses 
incurred before financing is incurred.  It is similar to what we did with the financing for the two bridges and 
the beach trail.  Commissioner Coward stated that she understands how they did it with the bridge.  What 
bothers her is that we will pay Larson and Associates because nobody on staff can do this.  We will then 
pay interest on it.  She would rather use city money for this.  Mr. Silverboard stated that we don't have 
that much money available.  They have escrowed 2/3rd of the money.  It is not guaranteed until their 
budget is passed.  They are supposed to budget a third year for us.  Commissioner Bildz stated that two 
years have been set aside, but the third year hasn't been yet.  We will not get the money on October 1st.   
 
Mayor Minning asked what the payment schedule was.  Mr. Silverboard stated that each year they 
appropriate whatever the total amount of money is, and then they divvy it up between the BIG-C cities 
that are participating.  Mayor Minning asked if there could be additional money available from cities that 
are not participating.  Mr. Silverboard stated that there would not.   
 
Commissioner Coward asked how much it would cost for Larson.  Mr. Silverboard stated that he would 
have to come back with that cost. 
 
Commissioner Ramsberger asked about the money being reimbursed.  Mr. Silverboard stated that we did 
this when we borrowed the money for the bridges and the trail, and it was included.  Mayor Minning 
clarified that we would get the reimbursement and then borrow the difference.  Commissioner Collins 
asked if we had enough money to do it ourselves.  Mr. Silverboard stated that we only have about $2 
million.  Commissioner Coward stated that they have $9 million in the bank.  She knows that it is allocated 
to different funds.  Mr. Silverboard stated that we don't have $9 million available.  There is $500,000 set 
aside for the beach, and money set aside for other purposes.  He is not counting that money.  The 
amount of money in the General Fund that is not set aside for something else is about $2 million.  It is not 
$9 million.  He suggested that they talk to Ms. Trovato when she is in to discuss the financials.  
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Commissioner Coward stated that she wants to do the work but she can't say let's do it if we don't know 
the costs.   
 
Commissioner Collins stated that everybody wants to do it, but we want to know the costs.  Mr. 
Silverboard stated that they didn't know on the bridges until they actually went out on the market for the 
money.  It is the same deal here.  You will not know until well into the project.  There will be an agenda 
item on the next agenda for Larson's contract.  Hopefully it will be within his purchasing authority, but they 
won't know.  We are under a deadline of approving this by May 25th.  You will not spend money until you 
are satisfied with it.  He will have to bring anything over $10,000 back to them. 
 
Mayor Minning stated that he agrees that it is the same as they have done in the past.  The question is 
whether they have the funds available.  Commissioner Coward stated that they had to do the bridges.  
Mr. Silverboard stated that he agrees that this is not an essential project.  Commissioner Ramsberger 
stated that it is an important project.  It is the worst area of the city for drainage and the sewer system.  
Mr. Silverboard stated that even the beach trail wasn't a necessary project like the bridges.  They need to 
make the decision as to whether they want to go forward.  Mayor Minning stated that this project has 
been submitted and approved as eligible for county reimbursement.  The details will have to be worked 
out.   
 
Commissioner Bildz stated that we are asking to spend our whole allocation before we receive the 
money.  We are doing it right now for a reason - FDOT is coming in to pave Gulf Boulevard.  Mr. 
Silverboard stated we were able to work this arrangement out to do it cheaper.  We can wait another 
three years, but the cost will be more, and we will have to go through the engineering again.  
Commissioner Bildz asked how much that cost has been.  Mr. Silverboard stated that it was around 
$20,000.  Commissioner Ramsberger asked if Mr. Silverboard was confident that the reimbursement 
would cover 100% of the cost.  Mr. Silverboard answered in the affirmative. 

RESULT: APPROVED [4 TO 1] 

MOVER: Tim Ramsberger, Commissioner, District 2 - Vice Mayor 

SECONDER: Carol Coward, Commissioner District 3 

AYES: Minning, Collins, Ramsberger, Bildz 

NAYS: Coward 

5. Consideration of RES. 14-30, Gulf Blvd Undergrounding Engineering, Design and CEI Services 
for Gulf Blvd undergrounding and restoration 

RESULT: APPROVED [4 TO 1] 

MOVER: Tim Ramsberger, Commissioner, District 2 - Vice Mayor 

SECONDER: Alan Bildz, Commissioner, District 4 

AYES: Minning, Collins, Ramsberger, Bildz 

NAYS: Coward 

6. Consideration of RES. 14-31, Gulf blvd Beautification Street Lighting Engineering Services 

Commissioner Bildz clarified that it is $119,000 from the General Fund that will be reimbursed.  Mr. 
Silverboard stated that it is not to exceed $110,250. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tim Ramsberger, Commissioner, District 2 - Vice Mayor 

SECONDER: Alan Bildz, Commissioner, District 4 

AYES: Minning, Collins, Ramsberger, Coward, Bildz 

I. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:08 p.m. by Mayor Minning. 


