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The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Mayor Robert Minning 

A. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - LED BY MAYOR MINNING 

B. ROLL CALL 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Robert Minning Mayor Present  

Phil Collins Commissioner District 1 Present  

Tim Ramsberger Commissioner, District 2 - Vice Mayor Present  

Carol Coward Commissioner District 3 Present  

Alan Bildz Commissioner, District 4 Present  

 

C. PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS, CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION   -  NONE 

D. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Members of a Boy Scout troop that are working on their Eagle Scout designation attended with their troop 
leader.  She noted the badges that they are currently working on and stated that one of the requirements 
was for them to attend a public meeting such as the Commission meeting.  They were welcomed by 
Mayor Minning. 
 
Mitchell Shenkman thanked the city for being allowed to hold the Big Brother/Big Sisters event that was 
held on Saturday at the Treasure Bay Tennis and Golf facility.  There were over 50 children with their Big 
Brothers and Sisters participating.  He noted some of the events.  He thanked Ms. Hayduke and her staff.   
 
Mel Lenehan stated that she was here to ask them to put the Sheriff's office cost proposal back on the 
table.  She read a prepared statement.  She noted several incidents that she had experienced with the 
Police Department.  She asked them to let the people vote. 

E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. April 1, 2014 Meeting Minutes 

It was moved by Commissioner Bildz and seconded by Commissioner Coward to approve the minutes as 
printed.  Upon roll call the vote to approve was unanimous. 

RESULT: MINUTES APPROVED AS PRINTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Alan Bildz, Commissioner, District 4 

SECONDER: Carol Coward, Commissioner District 3 

AYES: Minning, Collins, Ramsberger, Coward, Bildz 

2. April 1, 2014 Workshop Minutes 

It was moved by Commissioner Bildz and seconded by Commissioner Coward to approve the minutes as 
printed.  Upon roll call the vote to approve was unanimous. 
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RESULT: MINUTES APPROVED AS PRINTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Alan Bildz, Commissioner, District 4 

SECONDER: Carol Coward, Commissioner District 3 

AYES: Minning, Collins, Ramsberger, Coward, Bildz 

F. APPROVAL OF REGULAR AND WORKSHOP AGENDAS 

Mayor Minning stated that Ms. Kiefer has requested an Executive Session to be held after the workshop 
this evening.  They would recess the meeting, hold the workshop, reconvene the meeting, go into the 
Executive Session, then reconvene the meeting again. 
 
Ms. Kiefer announced the purpose of the meeting and read the required statements regarding date, time, 
purpose, and who would be present.  She briefly discussed the procedure that would be followed. 
 
It was agreed by consensus to hold the Executive Session as requested. 

G. CONSENT AGENDA - NONE 

H. ITEMS OF BUSINESS 

1. Consideration of RES. 14-28, Request to Transfer License Agreement from Brent Palmer of 
Oceanus Slid 

It was moved by Commissioner Bildz and seconded by Commissioner Collins to approve the resolution as 
read.  Upon roll call the vote to approve was unanimous. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Alan Bildz, Commissioner, District 4 

SECONDER: Phil Collins, Commissioner District 1 

AYES: Minning, Collins, Ramsberger, Coward, Bildz 

2. Consideration of RES. 14-30, Gulf Blvd Undergrounding Engineering Services for Gulf Blvd-
Lagoon rest 

Mr. Silverboard stated that Mr. Dabkowski is here with updated information to share.  Mr. Dabkowski 
presented the Commission with a handout that will update the information that they were previously 
presented.   
 
Mr. Dabkowski gave a brief history of the events that have gone on to date.  He briefly discussed the 
decisions that were made at the April 1st workshop.  He reviewed those decisions with Duke who agreed 
that they would be the least disruptive.  He noted the area of the project noted in the Duke Energy plans.  
Brighthouse and Verizon are already underground, but there is some contingency in there in case of 
some unexpected expenses.  They met with the representatives of the BIG-C this week and shared with 
them the scope of the project. There are additional items that will have to be done that are the 
responsibility of Treasure Island.  Those items will cost approximately $786,836.  He noted the areas on 
the map that he provided.  If approval is given tonight all parties are ready to go by January, 2015. 
 
Commissioner Ramsberger asked if the provided documents had been provided to the BIG-C.  Mr. 
Dabkowski answered in the affirmative. 
 
Commissioner Collins stated that the figure provided was very precise.  He asked how close Mr. 
Dabkowski anticipated it to be.  Mr. Dabkowski stated that it should be close, and will probably come in 
less than that.   
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Commissioner Bildz stated that Mr. Dabkowski was not at the April 1st meeting.  Mr. Dabkowski stated 
that Commissioner Bildz was correct.  He read the minutes from the April 1st meeting and prepared his 
information based on the requests from that meeting.  Commissioner Bildz stated that he is still waiting for 
information for the south side.  He doesn't see the rush since the project isn't scheduled until January, 
2015.  Mr. Silverboard stated that the binding estimate is only through next month.  Commissioner Bildz 
stated that it doesn't address the south side.  There are limited funds available.  This was a Gulf 
Boulevard beautification project, and he is still waiting to hear how much they can do on Gulf Boulevard.  
Mr. Dabkowski stated that Duke Energy has an estimate prepared for the south end, but will not release 
the information until they have a meeting with representatives of Treasure Island next week.  
Commissioner Bildz asked if he could attend the meeting.  Mr. Silverboard answered in the affirmative.  
Mr. Dabkowski made brief comments regarding several aspects of the project that are noted in the 
information that he provided.   
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ramsberger and seconded by Commissioner Collins to approve the 
resolution as read. 
 
Ed Gayton stated that once again the Commission was provided information at the last minute, and he 
doesn't understand how they can make a decision tonight.  The public has not been given a chance to 
review the information.  He stated that the BIG-C has said all along that the work has to be necessary.  
He asked if Exhibit 2 that was in the agenda packet has changed.  He asked if this was what they would 
be voting on tonight.  Mayor Minning answered in the affirmative.  He got a copy of the plans on Friday.  
He asked the Commission to take a look at it.  He spoke with the Project Manager from Duke Energy, 
who told him that they were not presented information on storm drains, and they will not have any impact 
on storm drains.  There will be a meeting with Duke Energy next week.  They should wait until after that 
meeting to make a decision.  He asked that they table this until after that meeting.  The Project Manager 
told him that they will do everything that they can to have zero impact on the storm drains and other items 
in the city.  The public needs time to review the information. 
 
Commissioner Collins stated that he agrees with Mr. Gayton, and he is sure that Duke Energy would 
extend their binding estimate for thirty days to make sure that they are comfortable with the estimate.   
 
Mayor Minning asked Mr. Dabkowski if he had a number for the south end.  Mr. Dabkowski stated that 
Duke Energy will not release the information until the meeting next Wednesday.   
 
Commissioner Bildz asked if Exhibit 2 was still in effect.  Mr. Dabkowski stated that Exhibit 2 is no longer 
applicable.  The new scope is what they received tonight in the amount of $103,000. 
 
Commissioner Collins asked if there was a problem with getting an extension.  Commissioner Bildz stated 
that they didn't need an extension as the estimate was good through 5/25.  They will be meeting on 5/6 
and 5/20.  He suggested that they table this to the 5/6 meeting. 
 
Mayor Minning suggested that they be specific on what information that they want to see before they 
make a decision.  Commissioner Bildz stated that he wants to see the information on the costs and scope 
for the south end.  Commissioner Coward asked if they would have that information after the meeting 
next week.  Mr. Dabkowski stated that they have all the information but will not share it until the meeting.  
Mr. Silverboard stated that they got an estimate from Duke Energy for $1.6 million.  That didn't include the 
restoration costs.  That will require that we expend additional money to have Baker do a restoration plan 
to get a cost.  That also doesn't include the costs of the required easements, and the decision won't have 
been made whether the city or the property owners will pay the cost of hooking up from the property line 
to the meter.  There will be an additional cost for the commercial properties.  There are costs that 
homeowners will incur.  The project totals end up being so much because it includes all these additional 
items.  Based on the conversations that they have had with the BIG-C reps and those that have 
completed the project they said our costs look right.  The south end is a much more expensive project.  
They will not have the total costs.  Mr. Dabkowski stated that Mr. Silverboard is correct.  He made brief 
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comments about the additional items that will have to be done and said that it will take three times longer, 
and they can't even imagine guessing what it will cost.   
 
Mayor Minning clarified the costs that they already have for the north end.  They are at a little over $2 
million for the north end.  They have a total of $3.7 million.  The south end is much more complex than 
the north end.  He is willing to wait to hear what Duke has, but he is sure that the south end will be much 
more.  Mr. Silverboard stated that you have to add in the cost of the street lighting as well.  Mr. Dabkowski 
stated that it is around $700,000.  Mayor Minning stated that he is just trying to get it into perspective.  
Commissioner Ramsberger stated that he is in favor of getting the numbers, but asked if there was any 
reason to wait since we already know that the number will be large and we won't have all the information.  
Commissioner Bildz stated that he would like to see all the information before we make a decision.  Mr. 
Silverboard stated that we will have to enter into another contract for engineering.  Mr. Dabkowski stated 
that Duke will lay out a 20 foot aerial, will tell them what they will do outside the DOT right of way, will tell 
them how many easements they will need, and tell them who they will need to get estimates from.  It will 
probably cost $10,000 each for those estimates.  The hook ups for the reconnections will probably dwarf 
Duke Energy costs, and you won't know those costs for a long time.  You will know the cost of the 
conduits and the cost of putting them through the piping.  Commissioner Bildz clarified that the piping will 
have to go into an easement.  Mr. Dabkowski answered it the affirmative. 
 
Commissioner Ramsberger withdrew his motion.  It was moved by Commissioner Bildz and seconded by 
Commissioner Ramsberger to table this to the May 6th meeting agenda. 

RESULT: TABLED [UNANIMOUS] Next: 5/6/2014 6:00 PM 

MOVER: Alan Bildz, Commissioner, District 4 

SECONDER: Tim Ramsberger, Commissioner, District 2 - Vice Mayor 

AYES: Minning, Collins, Ramsberger, Coward, Bildz 

3. Consideration of RES. 14-31, Gulf blvd Beautification Street Lighting Engineering Services 

Mr. Dabkowski provided the Commission with updated information.  He noted the updated information 
that he provided based on their requests from the April 1 workshop.  Once they take down the poles for 
the undergrounding they will have to replace the street lights with DOT approved lighting.  He discussed 
the scope of work for the project.  The lighting will have to be fast tracked to stay on schedule.  He made 
brief comments on the considerations such as height, color, turtle friendly requirements, and other 
restorations that will be needed after the undergrounding is completed.  The cost is estimated at 
$819,255.  The estimated schedule will have a start date of January, 2015.  The new handout has the 
updated scope of the project. 
 
Commissioner Ramsberger asked if a delay to May 6th would cause a hardship.  Mr. Silverboard stated 
that they could do it all at the same time. 
 
Commissioner Bildz noted that there are currently DOT lights and Duke Energy lights.  He asked if we 
would have to pay for them all after this.  Mr. Silverboard answered in the affirmative.  Mr. Dabkowski 
stated that the energy costs will be lower because they are more energy efficient LED lights.  
Commissioner Bildz asked if it will be metered and the cost savings would be shown.  Mr. Silverboard 
stated that the manufacturer should be able to tell us the estimated costs.  Commissioner Bildz noted that 
after the north end is completed there will still be approximately $1 million left.  Shouldn't they extend the 
lighting all the way to Blind Pass?  Mr. Silverboard stated that that is their intent. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ramsberger and seconded by Commissioner Bildz to table the resolution 
until the May 6th meeting agenda. 
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RESULT: TABLED [UNANIMOUS] Next: 5/6/2014 6:00 PM 

MOVER: Tim Ramsberger, Commissioner, District 2 - Vice Mayor 

SECONDER: Alan Bildz, Commissioner, District 4 

AYES: Minning, Collins, Ramsberger, Coward, Bildz 

4. Consideration of RES. 14-32, Appointing Commission Members to the Suncoast League of Cities 

It was moved by Commissioner Bildz and seconded by Commissioner Collins to approve the resolution 
appointing Commissioner Bildz as the member and Commissioner Ramsberger as the alternate member. 
 
It was noted that Commissioner Bildz will be sworn in as President of the League on May 17th. 
 
Upon roll call the vote to approve was unanimous.   

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Alan Bildz, Commissioner, District 4 

SECONDER: Phil Collins, Commissioner District 1 

AYES: Minning, Collins, Ramsberger, Coward, Bildz 

5. Consideration of RES. 14-33, Appointing a Commission Representative to the BIG-C 

It was moved by Commissioner Bildz and seconded by Commissioner Ramsberger to appoint Mayor 
Minning as the member and Commissioners Collins and Coward as the alternate members. 
 
It was noted that Mayor Minning will be sworn in as President at the next meeting. 
 
Upon roll call the vote to approve was unanimous. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Alan Bildz, Commissioner, District 4 

SECONDER: Tim Ramsberger, Commissioner, District 2 - Vice Mayor 

AYES: Minning, Collins, Ramsberger, Coward, Bildz 

6. Consideration of RES. 14-34, Appointing a Commission Representative to the TBRPC 

It was moved by Commissioner Bildz and seconded by Commissioner Ramsberger to approve the 
resolution appointing Mayor Minning as the member.  Upon roll call the vote to approve was unanimous. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Alan Bildz, Commissioner, District 4 

SECONDER: Tim Ramsberger, Commissioner, District 2 - Vice Mayor 

AYES: Minning, Collins, Ramsberger, Coward, Bildz 

7. Consideration of RES. 14-35, Appointing a Commission liaison to the Beach Stewardship 
Committee 

It was moved by Commissioner Bildz and seconded by Commissioner Ramsberger to appoint 
Commissioner Coward as the liaison and Commissioner Bildz as the alternate liaison.  Upon roll call the 
vote to approve was unanimous. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Alan Bildz, Commissioner, District 4 

SECONDER: Tim Ramsberger, Commissioner, District 2 - Vice Mayor 

AYES: Minning, Collins, Ramsberger, Coward, Bildz 

8. Consideration of RES. 14-36, Appointing a Commission Representative to the Gulf Beaches 
Library Boar 

It was moved by Commissioner Bildz and seconded by Commissioner Ramsberger to approve the 
appointment of Commissioner Bildz as the representative.   
 
It was noted that Commissioner Bildz is currently the Chairman of the Board.  Commissioner Bildz 
reported several changes to the membership of the Board. 
 
Upon roll call the vote to approve was unanimous. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Alan Bildz, Commissioner, District 4 

SECONDER: Tim Ramsberger, Commissioner, District 2 - Vice Mayor 

AYES: Minning, Collins, Ramsberger, Coward, Bildz 

I. ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Silverboard asked to put a resolution on the next agenda to proceed with the undergrounding project 
based on the binding estimate from Duke Energy.  If they don't pass the engineering resolutions they can 
pass on the resolution.  He asked to put it on the regular meeting.  It was agreed by consensus to do so. 
 
The meeting was recessed at 7:10 p.m.  by Mayor Minning.  He noted that they will continue with the 
workshop shortly. 
 
The meeting was reconvened at 8:27 by Mayor Minning for the purpose of entering into the special 
Executive Session as requested by the City Attorney.  Ms. Kiefer read the required statement explaining 
the purpose.  The regular meeting was recessed and the special Executive Session was entered at 8:30 
p.m. 
 
The special Executive Session was adjourned at 9:21 p.m..  The regular meeting reconvened at 9:22 p.m. 
 
Ms. Kiefer asked the Mayor and Commission if they had any interest in entering into an agreement with 
the City of St. Petersburg regarding the strong waste case  and read the suggested terms of the 
agreement.  There was a consensus from the Commission to send a letter to the City of St. Petersburg.  
Ms. Kiefer will prepare the letter as requested. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 p.m. by Mayor Minning.  


