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Scott Farrington

From: Debbie Scott <Debbie@votemanatee.com> on behalf of Mike Bennett <Mike@votemanatee.com>
Sent: Monday, November 07, 2016 7:14 AM
To: Matthew R. Sandle
Subject: RE: Manatee TAX HIKES on your ballot & the lies told in support of them

Mr. Sandle, 
Mr. Bennett thanks you for your email and he asked me to respond to assist you.  
 
Firstly, this email did NOT come from our office.  We do not send emails to voters unless specifically requested to do 
so.  And never, ever, ever would we send any information to any voter in support of or opposition to any candidate or 
ballot measure.  Our office is strictly non‐partisan.  We register citizens to vote, and we conduct elections. 
 
As you will see, our email addresses are @votemanatee.com.  The email you received came a Ms. Linda Neely, who is 
the spokesperson for this organization called either “No Sales Tax Hikes” or “itsabrandnewday.org”.   
 
I suggest you respond to Ms. Neely and express your displeasure with her organizations misuse of voter registration 
data. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Debbie Scott 
 
Executive Assistant to 
Mike Bennett 
Manatee County Supervisor of Elections 
(941) 741-3823 ext. 6450 
 
From: Matthew R. Sandle [mailto:matthewrsandle@gmail.com]  
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2016 10:32 AM 
To: Mike Bennett 
Subject: Fwd: Manatee TAX HIKES on your ballot & the lies told in support of them 

 
Hello. This is the second harassing email that I have received from your office.  I do not live anywhere near 
your county whatsoever. I have contacted your office staff once before about this and they have ignored me. If I 
am registered to vote in Manatee County, then it is most certainly an example of identity theft. If that is the 
case, please let me know so that I can file a formal complaint with the appropriate authorities and fix this 
situation immediately. Unfortunately, there is not an option to unsubscribe from these emails. Please remove my 
name, email address, and other information about me from your records effective immediately. Thank you. 
 
 
Matthew 
 
 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Manatee Elections Update <frontoffice@itsabrandnewday.org> 
Date: Sun, Nov 6, 2016 at 5:13 AM 
Subject: Manatee TAX HIKES on your ballot & the lies told in support of them 
To: matthewrsandle@gmail.com 
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Dear Manatee County Voters, 

If you've already voted, then please disregard this e-mail...and pardon the intrusion.  

There are two sales tax hikes on the ballots of all Manatee County voters. For good public policy arguments 
against the tax hikes, please see our previous e-mail to voters. Bottom line: corrupt politicians want to raise YOUR 
sales tax!  

Did you know that the Bradenton Herald has ignored our grassroots effort in their reporting? Not one mention in a 
single article. We're not surprised because they know who their advertisers are...and which side their bread is buttered 
on. But that's OK, because the truth will prevail in the end.  

Speaking of "the truth": the real estate developer funded "YES" side continues repeating its lie that "state law requires 
that the money can only be used for projects approved by voters." We call it a lie because they've already been called 
on it, yet they keep repeating it. Please note: we didn't put the word "only" in bold letters - they did so on their own 
website.  

Their claim is simply untrue...and they keep making it hoping it will convince you to vote "yes". Please ask them 
exactly which "state law" they are referring to. They won't be able to tell you, because there isn't one to support their 
claim of "only". We've said it before: they can bait-and-switch us on the list of projects...and they will. Just as they 
have done in the past. 
 

 

 
 

  

Hi, my name is Linda Neely, and I've lived in Bradenton since 1973. I've been involved in 
Manatee County public policy issues for many years. I work six days a week in my family 
business, and I care deeply about the future of Manatee County. Hence this e-mail.  

County government is using YOUR tax dollars to advocate for these tax hikes. They even 
put up signs in right-of-ways pushing for a tax hike. They call all this "informing the 
public"...but they only give you one side of the policy debate. That's advocacy...and they're 
using your tax dollars to do it!  

Meanwhile, I spent my own money to get this information to you.  
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County government also lies - a county spokesman gave different answers to the same question, all on the same day! 
The official county spokesman tells people whatever he thinks will make that particular person vote "yes", and you pay 
his salary. Read the article judge for yourself!  

Many more lies have been told at various official Manatee County meetings and School District meetings...and it's all 
on video.  

As all these lies are told by multiple supporters of the tax, please remember what famous author Stephen King 
observed: "the trust of the innocent is the liar's most useful tool." Why would you trust proven liars? Don't trust 
proven liars - please vote NO on BOTH tax hikes!  

If you are still undecided, please review all the reasons to vote NO from a previous e-mail I sent. In the end, this is 
about whether the proposed taxes are good public policy. Our answer is that they are not, and it isn't even close. It's a 
clear "NO" on both.  

Our group, "No Sales Tax Hikes", opposes both sales tax hikes. Our message to you today is this: don't let them raise 
the sales tax on YOU for THEIR slush funds.  

This is our last informational e-mail about these tax hikes. As voters, we all now have just one thing left to do....  

 

If we deliver a resounding NO, they won't try again. But if the vote is close, you can be sure that they will come back 
and ask us to vote again...and again...until we deliver the "correct" answer. And they will use your tax dollars to keep 
going. That's why we need an overwhelming "NO".  

Again: my own time and money was spent to get this information to you. Unlike the special interests who stand to 
profit from these sales tax hikes, I don't profit from sending this e-mail to you. All I am asking of you right now is that 
you share this e-mail with others. The facts need to come out to counter the massive propaganda being distributed by 
government using YOUR tax dollars.  

Please vote "NO" on both sales tax hikes ! 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter! 

 
Sincerely,  
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Linda Neely 
Spokesperson, No Sales Tax Hikes (Manatee)  

 

 

 
 

Below is what the ballot questions look like 
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Paid political advertisement paid for by 
Linda Neely, Bradenton, Florida, independently of any committee. 

(This disclaimer required by Florida Statutes 106.071) 
 
   

Thank you!  
Powered by YMLP  

 
 


